
St. Wilfrid’s Autumn 2 Newsletter

Remembrance
Thank you so much to those of you who have 
supported the month of Remembrance, by 
sending poppies and pictures of lost loved 
ones, and visiting our prayer room with your 
children.  Our year six children have written 
remembrance poems that are on display in 
Bishop Auckland Sainsbury’s. They are very 
moving and beautifully written. We received a 
wonderful email from Brian Crawford Wilson, 
of the Armed Forces Charity –SSAFA, who 
had seen the poems, and wanted to pass on 
how impressed he was. The email and the 
children’s work can be seen on our website.

Behaviour Treat
At the end of term, on 18th December, we 
will be rewarding our brilliantly behaved 
children with Magical Friday!  Children can 
come to school dressed as wizards, 
princesses, witches, dragons – anything 
magical. During the day, they will enjoy 
magical activities as well as class visits 
from Harry Potter’s pet owl and friends.  
The day will end with a Bird of Prey flying 
show for the whole school by Walworth 
Castle Birds of Prey Centre. Thank you to 
all of our children who behave so well and 
deserve this lovely treat!

Performances
Our First Steps and key stage 1 children 
are doing a super job, learning songs and 
lines for their nativity performances. We 
can’t wait for the curtain to rise!  It may 
seem obvious, but can we please remind 
parents to be quiet during the 
performances and switch their phones 
off. Everyone wants to see and hear their 
child’s star moment.  See reverse for 
dates of performances.

On The Yard
Our children behave so well, and we are very 
proud of them. This includes the way they 
speak in school. We expect all parents to 
support our children, other parents and our 
school, by only using respectful language on 
school property. Bad language will not be 
tolerated, and it may result in parents no 
longer being allowed onto the yard or in the 
school building. We will be introducing 
parent- school contracts to reinforce this in 
the new year. Thank you to all of you who 
support us and the children, in and around 
our school. 

Christmas Carols
St Wilfrid’s and St. Chad’s school are coming together with our Parish to celebrate a 
Christmas carol service at St. Mary’s Church on Tuesday 15th December at 6pm.We are 
hoping that many of our children and families will come to share in the singing and really 
get in the Christmas spirit at this event.  Next week we will be sending letters home to ask 
children to take part. We hope to tell the Nativity story through some of our favourite 
carols, readings, lights and a ‘living crib’. Look out for letters in book bags next week and 
put the date in your diary!

Welcome to this most special term, when we ready ourselves for Christmas, 
with lots of celebrations, performances and prayer. It’s going to be busy!

Shoe Boxes
Thank you so much for your generosity this 
term, supporting Children in Need - £180 
raised. A special thank you for sending so 
many items for our shoe box appeal. We have 
never had such a wonderful response and 
sent nearly 80 shoe boxes to children who 
really need some happiness in their lives.

Christmas Cards
Instead of sending Christmas cards, we 
will once again be making a card for a class 
mate, and donating the money we would 
have spent to the very deserving 
Butterwick Hospice in our town. More 
information to follow.

https://gateway.durhamschools.org.uk/schools/stwilfrids/staff/
https://gateway.durhamschools.org.uk/schools/stwilfrids/staff/


New Assessment Guidelines
Parents’ evening is coming up shortly, and you will be receiving interim reports about your child’s 
progress.  The government has changed the way that we assess and record children’s achievement. 
We no longer assess using levels 1 – 5.

Your child will be assessed against their year group expectations and will be recorded as emerging, 
developing or being secure against these.  Children who are working particularly well, will not 
generally be assessed against a higher year group’s expectations. They will be given a wider range 
of activities to apply their knowledge, so that they can be assessed as mastering the skills within 
their year group.  Children working below their year group, will be assessed within earlier year 
group’s expectations. 

This should make it clearer to see how your child is doing. The interim reports we send out have 
changed slightly and include where your child should be at the end of each term.  If you would like 
more information, please don’t hesitate to ask. If you would be interested in coming in to school for 
a short talk on the new assessment guidelines, please let the office know and the best time for you. 
If we have enough interest, we will organise this for the beginning of next term.

Dates for Your Diary
• 20th November - Year 4 Assembly 2:40pm

• 27th November - First Steps Assembly 2:40pm

• 30th Nov + 1st Dec – Parents’ evenings (appointments to follow)

• 2nd December – Join us for Mass at St. Mary’s Church 9:30am

• 3rd December - (Note the change to Thursday) Year 3 Assembly 2:40pm

• 4th December – Whole school visit Panto at Bishop College £1 per child

• 4th December - First Steps Performance 2pm

• 8th December – Christmas Dinner, wear your Christmas jumper!

• 9th and 10th December – Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance 2pm

• 12th December – Some of our children receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 10:30am

• 14th December – Year 3 and 4 party

• 15th December – Year 1 and 2 party

• 15th December – Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 6pm

• 15th December – First Steps Panto pm

• 16th December – Year 5 and 6 party

• 16th December – First Steps Christmas Craft morning 10am

• 17th December – Join us for Carols and candles in school 2pm

• 18th December  - Magical Friday and Break up for Christmas

• 5th January – Children return to school


