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Welcome to March’s newsletter.
Punctuality / Absence
Doors open at 8.45amd and the school day begins at 9am ALL CHILDREN NEED TO BE IN SCHOOL
BY THIS TIME. If your child is going to be absent please contact the school first thing – thank you.
February Attendance Data
Class
% Attendance
Reception
97.4%
Year 1
94.9%
Year 2
90.5%
Year 3
95.5%
Year 4
98.2%
Year 5
91.1%
Year 6
92.5%

Holidays taken in school time will not be authorised.
Attendance is monitored and poor attendance will be
reported and if needed warnings and fines issued.
Our school target for attendance is 96% - so far this
year whole school attendance is 94%– this is mainly
due to people taking holidays and ‘long weekends’.

ONLINE SAFETY
A new online ‘challenge’ called MOMO is in the news as its appearing in areas thought safe from such
content like ‘YouTubekids’. Attached to the newsletter are some parental advice sheets on this and
other apps and games. If you ever have any questions or worries about Online safety or content
please contact school.
Free Breakfast Club
Thanks to ‘Magic Breakfast’ funding breakfast club is now free
to all pupils wishing to attend (from Rec-Year 6)
Doors open at 7.45am and breakfast will be served until 8.20am then the children can play until
8.45am when they go into class. Magic Breakfast provide food for the children
Menu - Bagels (with choice of spreads), cereal (Cornflakes, Cheerios, Rice Crispies and Shreddies),
porridge and a choice of fruit.
Your child can attend every day, once or twice a week or just once in a while; everyone is welcome.

Staff Car Park
Please do not allow your children to play in the staff car park at the end of the day. It isn’t
safe and too much of a risk.
Scooters
Some children left their scooters in school over the half term holiday and sadly they have
been stolen. If anyone knows anything about this incident please speak to Miss Sands.
If your child brings a scooter or bike to school in the morning make sure it goes home.
Safety Outside School
If you wait for the yard gate to open at the end of the day – please keep your children away from the
staff cars in the car park.

DO NOT STOP ON ANY OF THE ZIG ZAG LINES OUTSIDE SCHOOL.
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Diary dates
Be aware some dates may change throughout the term. We’ll update them every
newsletter and by text if needed.
th
Wednesday 6 March
Ash Wednesday – 9.15 Liturgy in school. All welcome
th
FRIDAY 8 MARCH
WORLD BOOK DAY – dress up as a favourite book
character.
th
Sunday 10 March
Family Mass 11 am St Mary’s Church
th
th
11 -15 March
Science Week
th
th
13 -15 March
Robinwood Residential Trip for Year 5
th
Friday 15 March
Comic Relief Day – Non-uniform day ‘Wear Something Red’
th
nd
18 -22 March
Safety Week – each class learning how to stay safe online,
at home, on the roads etc
th
th
Monday 25 & Tuesday 26
Parents Evenings – appointment letters will come home
March
closer to the time.
Lenten Prayers - Everyone is welcome to come and join us.
Years 3 & 4 Monday 1st April 2.30 in school
Years 5 & 6 Wednesday 3rd April 2.30 in school
Years 1 & 2 Thursday 4th April 2.30 in school
Tuesday 2nd April Prayer Stations at St Marys Church.
Church will be open from 10.30am-6.30pm. Everyone is welcome to come and see the
prayer stations and refreshments will be available. Our school will be doing one and some
of the children will be visiting church on the day.
Friday 5th April
Easter Liturgy – 2.30pm in school. All welcome.
Last day of term.
rd
Tuesday 23 April
School Re-opens for Summer Term
Mobile Phones
Children should not bring mobile phones into school unless they are walking to or from school at
alone and need them for security. If phones come into school they must be given to the teacher.
Money in school
Any money coming into school should be in an envelope clearly marked with the child’s name and what
the money is for. Many thanks

School Life
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First Steps
Towards the end of last half term we learned about
the celebration of Chinese New Year. The children
listened to stories about how Chinese people take
part in this very special celebration. We then had a
very special visitor called Yumi who came into school,
she taught us how to wish someone Happy New Year
in Chinese. We looked at a traditional Chinese
painting, played Chinese shuttle cock and wrote
Chinese numbers with traditional Chinese brushes.

Year 1
We had an exciting mystery in year 1 when some bananas
were stolen! We looked for clues with magnifying glasses. We
interviewed a witness and we wrote a report. We saw some
CCTV footage of a monkey so we put up wanted posters and
then we made monkey traps! Luckily we caught the monkey so
your bananas are now safe. We had some great fun and
produced lovely writing too.

Year 2
During last half term year 2 worked on a Design &
Technology project about moving vehicles.
The children chose their own vehicle to design, make
and evaluate. We looked at transport and it's uses then
the children chose fire engines, cars, ice cream vans,
ambulances and buses to name a few. The children
chose their equipment and decorated the vehicles
appropriately. Finally, the children evaluated their
models. This involved discussing what they
liked, disliked and what they might change and improve
next time. Olivia W’s words summed up our topic
"satisfying".
Year 3
Year 3 have had a really busy half term! We enjoyed a
visit to Harehope Quarry as part of our Science topic.
We also had great fun at The Enterprise Boccia and
Kurling Festival, where our green team won the day! In
Geography, we have been learning about counties of
the UK, and we tried some delicious treats from Devon;
cream teas, crab and pasties!
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Year 4
We visited Palace Green Library at Durham University, and we
learnt all about the Anglo-Saxons. We looked at different
artefacts, and tried to be archaeologists to decide what the
items were used for. After that, we looked into the life of a
monk and the work of one monk in particular who wrote the
Lindisfarne Gospels. We tried to be like Aldred the Monk, and
created our own title page and wrote our names using a quill!
Finally, we all got dressed up as monks and did a learning trail
around the museum to answer some questions all about
Anglo-Saxons.

Year 5
Year 5 enjoyed listening to a variety of myths and legends
from around the world. They were very interested to learn
about our local legend, the Lambton Worm. Following on
from this, Year 5 produced some amazingly persuasive
tourist leaflets all about County Durham! They included
information about exciting places to visit in County Durham,
including Lambton Castle and which restaurants they would
recommend.
Brilliant work!

Year 6
After our brilliant visit from Jason Beresford we did
some wonderful super hero writing. We drew our
characters on the computers and used the IPads to create
some amazing comic book stories with our heroes and
villains.

March 2019

March 2019

March 2019

March 2019

